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Step 2: Researching Your Topic
Prewriting, Researching Examples:  On a separate piece of paper, write down directly cited examples from “The Fall of the House of Usher” of at least two full sentences each that will support a thesis based on the topic on which you have chosen to write.  Be sure to use parenthetical citation format when citing your examples, complete with quotation marks, attribution, parenthesis, author’s name, page number, and correct punctuation.

Example on Parenthetical Citation for a Short Story:
In a moment of sheer fright, Roderick Usher shouts to his boyhood friend, “ ‘Do I not distinguish that heavy and horrible beating of her heart?’  Madman !" — here he sprang furiously to his feet, and shrieked out his syllables, as if in the effort he were giving up his soul — ‘Madman !  I tell you that she now stands without the door !’ " (Poe 493).
Example on Parenthetical Citation for the Internet:
Clearly, Roderick Usher cannot separate his family’s existence from that of the house because “Roderick has developed a theory that the stones of the house have consciousness, and that they embody the fate of the Usher family. ‘He was enchained by certain superstitious impressions in regard to the dwelling which he tenanted, and whence for many years, he had never ventured forth....’ Roderick also makes another connection between a house and a person in the poem, ‘The Haunted Palace.’ The crack in the Usher mansion which is at first barely discernible by the narrator, symbolically suggests a flaw or fundamental split in the twin personality of Roderick and Madeline, and fortells the final ruin of both family and mansion” (Womack par. 26).
Your Research Must Include Examples of at Least Two Sentences Each to Accomplish the Following Criteria:

· 12 Examples from “The Fall of the House of Usher” Supporting the Thesis
· 2 Examples from “The Fall of the House of Usher”  Supporting an Antithesis
· 2 Examples from the Internet Supporting the Thesis
· 2 Examples from the Internet Supporting an Antithesis
Tips for Finding Examples to Support Your Thesis:

· Look over all your cited examples in your reading responses
· Look over all your Cornell Notes.

· Go to the Internet and search using the following key words: Fall of the House of Usher + symbolism,  Fall of the House of Usher + archetypal symbols, Fall of the House of Usher + Freudian symbolism, Fall of the House of Usher + literary devices
Note:  Don’t forget that you cannot cite sources from Wikipedia, SparkNotes, or any other summative type of web site, including citing anything from an essay web site.










































This essay meets the following English Language Arts Standards:  Writing Strategies-- Organization and Focus Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  1.4 and 1.5; Writing Applications Standards 2.3, 2.5, and 2.6)


